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A FORGOTTEN MORAVIAN SETTLEMENT IN 
NEW JERSEY. 

After the Moravians, in the year 1741, had settled in 
the Province of Pennsylvania and commenced the build- 
ing of Bethlehem, some of their number from time to 
time visited the neighboring Province of New Jersey, 
for the purpose of preaching the Gospel at Anrwell, 
Hunderdon County, and other places, or passed through 
it on their way to the Indians in New York and New 
England. This gave rise to their friendship with 
Samuel Green and his wife Abigail, who were wont to 
entertain the missionaries and Indian converts on their 
journeys from or to Bethlehem. 

The Rev's. Bruce, Shaw, Joseph Powel and others, 
from time to time, preached in their house. In 1749, 
both Mr. Green and his wife were baptized at Bethle- 
hem by Bishops Nathaniel Seidel and John C. F. Cam- 
merhoff; they also had their children baptized, and 
placed them in the schools at Bethlehem, to be edu- 
cated. Indeed so great was their attachment to the 
Moravians, that Mr. Green, in 1768, came to that place 
and offered all his land to them, for the purpose of es- 
tablishing in New Jersey a settlement similar to Beth- 
lehem. 

After mature deliberation, the question of acceding 
to Mr. Green's proposal was determined in the affirm- 
ative. Out of regard to the interests of the children 
of the Greens, the Moravians deemed it wrong to accept 
the land as a gift, or in consideration of an annuity to 
the old people, as the latter had proposed. Accordingly 
the land was purchased by Bishops Nathaniel Seidel 
from Mr. Green and his wife, with the full consent of 
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both their sons, for £1000 cash ; their house and garden, 
free firewood, and hay for two cows being reserved to 
them besides during their life time. In 1771 the addi- 
tional sum of £100 was paid to them for a tract of land 
on the mountain, together with £100 for the use of their 
son Nicholas. 

In the spring of 1769, the first settlers from Bethle- 
hem, Peter Worbass and family, removed thither, and 
were hospitably entertained by the Greens, until the 
first house, a log building, had been erected. With a 
view to render the new purchase profitable as soon as 
possible, a stone flouring mill, 53 x 43 feet, was built and 
put in operation in 1770, although but little wheat was 
then raised in that part of the country. 

In May of the same year the name of Greenland was 
given to the new place. Worbass having removed to 
Nazareth in 1771, Frederick Leinback, of Berks County, 
became manager in his stead, and commenced a small 
shop or store for the benefit of the settlement. Daniel 
Hauser took charge of the mill and Frederick Bausch- 
enberger became assistant on the farm. In 1773 Fred- 
erick Blum settled there and established a tannery. 

During the first year, after the commencement of this 
new settlement, Bishop Ettwein frequently visited 
there, preaching both in the English and German lan- 
guages, and administering the sacraments. In 1771, 
Bev. John Jacob Schmick was appointed minister; he 
was succeeded in 1773 by Francis Boehler, who was 
followed in 1774 by Daniel Sydrich. The latter being 
called to Philadelphia towards the close of the year, 
Bishop Ettwein ministered to the flock until May, 1775, 
when he was relieved by Joseph Neisser. 

In May of 1774, the Church authorities determined 
to establish a regular settlement ; the site was surveyed 
on the 25th and 26th of November, 1774, and a town 
laid out by Nathaniel Seidel, John Ettwein, Hans 
Christian von Schweinitz, and the surveyor, J. W. 
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Golgofsky, and on the 8th of February, 1775, it was 
named Hope. 

In the same year a dwelling house was built for the 
farmer, and a building erected for a distillery and 
brewery. Stephen Nicolaus undertook the manufacture 
of bricks and lime, while Adolph Hartman, who had re- 
moved thither from Christian's Spring, erected a dwell- 
ing house and smithy. 

In 1776 a house was built for a store, and occupied 
by Frederick Leinback in 1777. The following year 
was a very sickly one, fever and dysentery prevailing 
extensively and proving fatal in a number of cases. 
From November 1779, till March 1780, Bishop Ettwein 
again took temporary charge of the congregation, 
preaching in the English language every fortnight. 

In 1781 the Clergy House (embracing dwellings for 
the officials of the church and a chapel) was built, the 
corner stone being laid by Bishop J. F. Eeichel on the 
2d of April. In August of the same year Dr. C. F. 
Kampman took up his residence here, and engaged in 
the practice of medicine. 

A distinguished visitor to the little town in 1782, was 
General Washington, who with two aids and no 
escort, was en route to rejoin the army at Newburg on 
the Hudson. He left Philadelphia on July 24th and 
nighted at Pottsgrove (now Pottstown) ; reached Beth- 
lehem on the 25th and lodged at the Sun Inn. The 
following day, Bishops Ettwein, who intended to visit 
Hope, accompanied the party to Easton and thence 
rode on ahead to prepare for their entertainment. 
After dinner, Washington looked about the town and 
then resumed his journey, probably spending the night 
at Sussex Court House (now Newton), a distance of 
18 miles. 

On the 8th of November the chapel in the newly 
erected Clergy House and the dwelling appropriated to 
the minister of the congregation were solemnly dedi- 
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eated by Bishop Ettwein. He was succeeded in 1784 by- 
Rev. John Meder, and thenceforward preaching in the 
English language was held every Sunday. During the 
visitation of Bishop Johannes von Watteville, in the 
year last mentioned, a school for girls was begun, and 
placed in charge of Anna Eosina Mack. In addition to 
a saw-mill, erected in 1780, and a pottery commenced in 
1783 by Lewis Moeller, a public inn was opened in the 
following year. 

In 1786 Christian Till took charge of the school for 
boys, which had previously been conducted by the 
minister, and also served as organist. In 1787 Lewis F. 
Boehler succeeded to the pastoral charge of the congre- 
gation, and Abraham Hessler was appointed first 
warden. 

In the year 1788 a controversy of long standing re- 
specting the township line was finally settled, a survey 
having proved that the greater portion of the settle- 
ment of Hope belonged to Oxford, and only six or seven 
houses, together with the farm, to Knowlton township. 

A set of trombones having been procured from 
Europe, they were used for the first time on the church 
anniversary, November 8th, 1789. 

In 1790 Dr. Kampman succeeded Abraham Hessler 
as warden and the manufacture of potash was com- 
menced. 

At the close of the twenty-first year, since the estab- 
lishment of Hope, the population was 147 ; 100 lived in 
town, and 47 in the vicinity. 

In 1791 an oil mill was put in operation in the lower 
part of the saw mill. 

In 1795 Lewis Boehler was succeeded as pastor by 
Abraham Eeinke, and the four following years were 
comparatively healthy. 

In the year 1803 Abraham Reinke removed to Lan- 
caster, and was succeeded by John Lewis Strohle, ap- 
pointed minister of the congregation and inspector of 
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the contemplated Boarding School for girls. The house 
destined for this institution was occupied on the 5th of 
July, having been solemnly dedicated on the 11th of 
April. The Boarding School was opened on the first of 
August. In June, 1805, after it had had a precarious 
existence since 1803, was given up, as all means of sus- 
taining it proved ineffectual. 

On the 26th of May it was announced that the church 
authorities had decided to break up the establishment 
at Hope, to sell the property, and remove the remaining 
members to other settlements. 

This measure was necessitated by the precarious 
financial condition of the settlement, and the failure of 
a variety of endeavors, made from time to time, to in- 
crease the prosperity and maintain the existence of the 
establishment. In accordance with this decision, the en- 
tire tract of land and all the buildings erected thereon 
were subsequently sold to Messrs. Kraemer and Horn, 
of Pennsylvania. 



